
 

AN ACT 
To alleviate poverty by introducing a means-tested minimum income which supplements, rather than replaces, a working income. 

Be it enacted by the House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Basic Security Income Act”. 

SEC. 2. BASIC SECURITY INCOME. 
The Social Security Act is amended by adding after Title XXI the following new title: 

“TITLE XXII—BASIC SECURITY INCOME 

“STATEMENT OF PURPOSE; AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

“Sec. 2201. To establish a minimum income alternative to existing welfare programs which supplements instead of 

“replaces a working income, and which effectively alleviates poverty, there are authorized funds sufficient to carry out 

“this subchapter. 

“BASIC ENTITLEMENT TO BENEFITS 

“Sec. 2202. Beginning January 1, 2020, every individual who is determined under section 2203 to be eligible on 

“the basis of their income and assets, and who does not receive benefits under subchapters IV, XVI, or chapter 13A of 

“this title, or chapter 51 of title 7, shall, in accordance with, and subject to the provisions of this subchapter, be paid 

“benefits by the Commissioner of Social Security. 

“ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS 

“Sec. 2203. (a) “Eligible Individuals” 

“(1) Each individual who does not have an eligible spouse and— 

“(A) whose income (subject to the same exclusions made by section 1382a of subchapter XVI) is less than 

“$25,600 for the calendar year 2021 or any calendar year thereafter, and 

“(B) whose assets (subject to the same exclusions made by section 1382b of subchapter XVI) are less than 

“$15,360, 

“shall be an eligible individual for purposes of this subchapter. 

“(2) Each individual who has an eligible spouse and— 

“(A) whose income, together with the income of such spouse (subject to the same exclusions made by section 

“1382a of subchapter XVI), is less than $34,600 for the calendar year 2021 or any calendar year thereafter, 

“and 

“(B) whose assets, together with the assets of such spouse, (subject to the same exclusions made by section 

“1382b of subchapter XVI), are not more than $20,760, 

“shall be an eligible individual for purposes of this subchapter. 

“(3) The dollar amounts referred to in— 

“(A) paragraphs (1)(A), and (2)(A), are increased by $9,000; 

“(B) paragraphs (1)(B), and (2)(B), are increased by $2,700; 

“for each qualifying child of the individual. 

“(4) For purposes of this subchapter, the term “qualifying child” holds the same meaning as in section 152(c) of the 

“Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

“(b) Amount Of Benefit 

“(1) The benefit under this subchapter for an individual who does not have an eligible spouse shall be payable at a 

“rate of $12,800, reduced (but not below zero) by— 

“(A) half the amount (if any) of— 

“(i) the individual’s income (subject to the same exclusions made by section 1382a of subchapter XVI). 

“(2) The benefit under this subchapter for any individual who has an eligible spouse shall be payable at a rate of 

“$17,300, reduced (but not below zero) by— 

 



“(A) half the amount (if any) of— 

“(i) the individual’s income (subject to the same exclusions made by section 1382a of subchapter XVI). 

“(3) The benefit amounts referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be increased by $4,500 for each qualifying 

“child of the individual. 

“(c) Period For Determination Of Benefits 

“(1) An individual’s eligibility for benefits under this subchapter for a month shall be determined on the basis of the 

“individual’s (and eligible spouse’s, if any) income and assets, and, except as provided in paragraph (2), the 

“amount of such benefit shall be determined for each month on the basis of income and assets in the first, or, if 

“the Commissioner of Social Security so determines, the second-month preceding such month. Eligibility for and 

“the amount of such benefit shall be redetermined at such time or times as may be provided by the Commissioner 

“of Social Security. 

“(2) The amount of such benefit for the month in which an application for benefit becomes active (or, if the 

“Commissioner of Social Security so determines, for such month and the following month) and for any month 

“immediately following a month of ineligibility for such benefit (or, if the Commissioner of Social Security so 

“determines, for such month and the following month) shall— 

“(A) be determined on the basis of the income of the individual and the eligible spouse, if any, of such 

“individual; and 

“(B) in the case of the first month following a period of ineligibility in which eligibility is restored after the first 

“day of such month, bear the same ratio to the amount of the benefit which would have been payable to such 

“individual if eligibility had been restored on the first day of such month as the number of days in such month 

“including and following the date of restoration of eligibility bears to the total number of days in such month. 

“(3) 

“(A) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and (2), any nonrecurring income which is paid to an individual in the first 

“month of any period of eligibility shall be taken into account in determining the amount of the benefit under this 

“subchapter of such individual (and his eligible spouse, if any) only for that month, and shall not be taken into 

“account in determining the amount of the benefit for any other month. 

“(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), payments to an individual in varying amounts from the same or similar 

“source for the same or similar purpose shall not be considered to be nonrecurring income. 

“(4) For purposes of this subsection, remuneration for service performed as a member of a uniformed service may 

“be treated as received in the month in which it was earned if the Commissioner of Social Security determines that 

“such treatment would promote the economical and efficient administration of the program authorized by this 

“subchapter. 

“(d) Limitation On Amount Of Gross Income Earned; “Gross Income” Defined 

“The Commissioner of Social Security may prescribe the circumstances under which, consistent with the purposes of 

“this subchapter, the gross income from a trade or business will be considered sufficiently large to make an individual 

“ineligible for benefits under this subchapter. For purposes of this subsection, the term “gross income” has the same 

“meaning as when used in chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

“(e) Limitation On Eligibility Of Certain Individuals 

“(1) No person shall be an eligible individual, eligible spouse, or qualifying child for purposes of this subchapter 

“with respect to any month if throughout such month he is an inmate of a jail, prison, juvenile detention center, or 

“correctional facility. 

“(2) No person shall be considered an eligible individual or eligible spouse for purposes of this subchapter with 

“respect to any month if during such month the person is— 

“(A) fleeing to avoid prosecution, or custody after conviction, under laws of the place from which the person 

“flees, for a crime, or an attempt to commit a crime, which is punishable by three years of imprisonment, 

“regardless of the actual sentence imposed; or 

“(B) violating a condition of probation imposed under Federal or State law for an offense described by 

“subparagraph (A), 

 



“except in the case of an offense which is nonviolent. 

“(f) Individuals Outside the United States 

“Notwithstanding any other provision of this subchapter, no individual shall be considered an eligible individual for 

“purposes of this subchapter for any month during all of which such individual is outside the United States (and no 

“person shall be considered the eligible spouse of an individual for purposes of this subchapter with respect to any 

“month during all of which such person is outside the United States). For purposes of the preceding sentence, after an 

“individual has been outside the United States for any period of 30 consecutive days, he shall be treated as remaining 

“outside the United States until he has been in the United States for a period of 30 consecutive days. 

“SUPPLEMENTARY ASSISTANCE BY STATES 

“Sec. 2204. In the same manner described by section 1382e, States may enter into an agreement with the 

“Commissioner of Social Security under which the Commissioner, on behalf of any State (or subdivision of a state), 

“makes supplementary payments to individuals receiving benefits under this subchapter. 

“COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS 

“Sec. 2205. Cost-Of-Living Adjustments 

“(1) Beginning February 25 of 2021, and each subsequent calendar month, the Commissioner shall prescribe 

“dollar amounts which shall apply in lieu of the dollar amounts contained in section 2203 with respect to calendar 

“months beginning the succeeding calendar month. 

“(2) The amounts which under paragraph (1) are to apply in lieu of the amounts contained in section 2203, as the 

“case may be, with respect to calendar months beginning in any calendar month shall be prescribed by increasing 

“each dollar amount by the cost-of-living adjustment for such calendar month. 

“(3) For purposes of this section, the cost-of-living adjustment for any calendar month is the percentage (if any) by 

“which the C-CPI for the preceding calendar month exceeds the C-CPI for calendar month January 2021. 

“(4) for purposes of paragraph (3), the C-CPI means the Chained Consumer Price Index for all urban-consumers 

“published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor. For purposes of the preceding sentence, 

“the revision of the Chained Consumer Price Index which is most consistent with the Chained Consumer Price 

“Index for calendar month January 2021 shall be used. 

“(5) If any increase determined under paragraph (1) is not a multiple of 25 cents, such increase shall be rounded to 

“the nearest 25 cents. 

SEC. 3. SUNSET OF CERTAIN TAX CREDITS. 

Beginning October 1, 2020, the following provisions of the Internal Revenue Code are repealed: 

(1) section 24 (Relating to the Child Tax Credit); 

(2) section 32 (Relating to the Earned Income Tax Credit); 

SEC. 4. ENACTMENT. 

The amendments made by this Act shall apply beginning August 1, 2020. 

 


