
 

AN ACT 
To immediately end the unconscionable and barbaric practice of imposing death sentences for juvenile offenses. 

Be it enacted by the House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the “Minimum Death Penalty Age Act”. 

SEC. 2. MINIMUM DEATH PENALTY AGE; RETROACTIVE SENTENCE REDUCTIONS. 
Title 18 of the U.S. Code is amended in chapter 1 by adding at the end the following new section: 

“MINIMUM DEATH PENALTY AGE 

“Sec. 28. Notwithstanding any provision of this title, it shall be unlawful to impose or execute a sentence of death 

“against an individual for an offense which, at the time of the commission of the offense, was committed by an 

“individual who had not attained the age of twenty-one years. In the case of any individual who has been sentenced to 

“death for an offense which, at the time of the commission of the offense, was committed by an individual who had not 

“attained the age of twenty-one years, the sentence shall be reduced to life imprisonment, and in the case of an 

“individual who had not attained the age of eighteen years, reduced to twenty years. 

SEC. 3. INCENTIVIZING STATES TO ABANDON THE DEATH PENALTY FOR YOUTH OFFENSES. 

Title 23 of the U.S. Code is amended in chapter 1 by adding at the end the following new section: 

“NATIONAL MINIMUM DEATH PENALTY AGE 

“Sec. 171. The Secretary shall withhold 30 percent of the amount required to be apportioned to any State under 

“each of sections 104(b)(1), 104(b)(3), and 104(b)(4) of this title on the first day of each fiscal year after the first fiscal 

“year beginning after September 30, 2020, in which it is lawful to impose or execute a sentence of death against an 

“individual for an offense which, at the time of the commission of the offense, was committed by an individual who had 

“not attained the age of twenty-one years. 

SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The amendments made by this act shall apply immediately upon passage. 

 


